VOLUNTEER
ABROAD

by Caroline Wright

Volunteer Abroad Mozambique
summer 2017
On Friday the 7th of July 2017, I arrived
in Mozambique with the Serve Volunteer Organisation. Myself and six other
volunteers worked with Young Africa,
which was founded in the Netherlands
in 1998. Young Africa is a confederation of independently and locally registered organisations. Each centre runs
skills centres, youth (self-) employment programmes and community
activities in Zimbabwe, Mozambique,
Namibia, Botswana and Zambia. Their
mission is to empower young people
through skills training for employability
and entrepreneurship. Young Africa offers an innovative high impact solution
to youth unemployment.
After 24 hours of travelling we arrived
in Mozambique, once I was off the final plane the reality of the African heat
hit me, but the reality of poverty and
life in Mozambique was yet to come.
The drive to Young Africa Centre was
this reality, I can’t say I was shocked
or surprised by what my eyes had
seen, as the stereotypical image of
third world countries is often painted
in a manner of overcrowded housing
and stalls on the side of the road. The
houses been built with sticks, stones
and mud.

On Monday, the day of work began
in Young Africa Centre in Beira, our
jobs were to paint and tile classrooms
and bathrooms in a new crèche. This
would allow for the children to be provided with a classroom, bathrooms,
shower and a bedroom. This building
will add to their facilities, allowing for
Young Africa to have more children
cared for and taught in the creche,
with appropriate sanitation facilities.
We continued this work throughout the
four weeks. During our time in Beira
campus we also painted fresh coats
of paint on older buildings and drew
pictures on some buildings such as
the crèche and a hut that is used for
cooking.
On the first Friday I was filled with excitement and pride watching the students graduating from Young Africa.
The Serve team and I had the pleasure
of being present for this. Helping to
prepare for the graduation was satisfying as I saw the happiness and pride
of all the students who had graduated
and their families and the joy they all
had. This showed how important the
work we were doing was and I saw the
outcome of the work Serve has done
and continues to do and someday

what the outcome of the work I was
doing will be.
The culture over in Mozambique was
fascinating and an enjoyable part of
my experience. Everyone was very
welcoming and happy. The music
brought our evenings alive, when we
had bonfires the students who were
living on the campus sang songs together. I enjoyed listening to them
singing and seeing their happiness to
share this with us. We also sang a few
songs for them such as “I’ll tell me ma”
and “Irelands call”.
Throughout my time in Mozambique
I had experienced and seen a whole
other culture and way of life, I can honestly say I have come home to be a
more open minded and grateful person. This experience and the people I
have met have shown me a different
happiness, a different way of making a
life for yourself, a different culture but
most of all they have shown me the
reality of the economy and the world
we live in. It is not all fun and games
but even when it is not, it is important
to show pride and just be happy with
what you have and enjoy life with loved
ones rather than the wealth you have.

VOLUNTEER ABROAD 2018 INFORMATION EVENING ON WEDNESDAY 8TH NOVEMBER
AT 5.30PM IN THE STUDENT CENTRE. COME ALONG TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN
APPLY FOR A VOLUNTEER ABROAD SCHOLARSHIP AND BURSARY.
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